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The Grapevine  

 
Clarksbury United Methodist Church 
15924 General Puller Highway, Hardyville, Virginia               May 2016          
www.clarksburyumc.com 

 
Our Mission: 
 
To receive and share God’s love through worship, education, service and outreach. 

 

Pastor Ken’s Corner 
Acts 2:1-12 (NRSV)  
1 

When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place.  
2 

And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled 

the entire house where they were sitting. 
3 
Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, 

and a tongue rested on each of them. 
4 

All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began 

to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. 
5 

Now there were devout Jews from 

every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. 
6 
And at this sound the crowd gathered and 

was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the native language of each.  
7 

Amazed and astonished, they asked, "Are not all these who are speaking Galileans?  
8 

And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language? 
9
 Parthians, Medes, 

Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia,  
10 

 Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors 

from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, 
11 

 Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages we hear 

them speaking about God's deeds of power." 
12 

 All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one 

another, "What does this mean 

 

 Spring is here!  Trees are budding and flowers are blooming.  April’s showers have been 

falling and now we will have May’s flowers.  I look around and am amazed once again at how 

beautiful the area is here in Middlesex County.   With the influx of more people, the increase in 

traffic ()…the return of boating families…and those who left us for warmer climates over the 

winter months…we are so happy to see your smiling faces again . 

  

What a blessing, the spring Food Bank turned out to be…a very HUGE “THANK YOU” 

for all the food and other products that YOU brought and/or donated funds for this ministry.  

Thank you also to those volunteers who came and assisted in the distribution of the food, seeing 

that people were able to get safely to and from their vehicles.  THANK YOU also to the 

TEAM…(YOU know who YOU are)…who organized and lead and kept this ministry on track 

through countless hours of shopping, packing bags, and making sure there was an even 

distribution of materials in each bag of food for each family who received food and 

toiletries/hygiene bags.   

http://www.google.com/imgres?q=grapevine+graphic&hl=en&sa=X&qscrl=1&nord=1&rlz=1T4GGLL_enUS400US401&biw=1280&bih=782&tbm=isch&prmd=imvns&tbnid=hNzP5PVe5TxaWM:&imgrefurl=http://www.walltowallstencils.com/stencil/ds2933/Large+Grape+Vine&docid=F892amtqvVq2lM&imgurl=http://www.walltowallstencils.com/d/ds2933.gif&w=375&h=228&ei=6GlCT-KaI4r50gHErMS6Bw&zoom=1
http://www.gbgm-umc.org/clarksburyumc
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The families had food for their bodies and several stayed to pray and receive food for 

their spirits too…all-in-all…a magnificent operation and ministry to observe and participate in. 

 

THANK YOU…THANK YOU…THANK YOU….(and THANK YOU….FRAN ) 

 

We are still celebrating the weeks of Easter; we are still focused on the Passion of Christ, 

His Sacrifice for our redemption.  We celebrate our partnership with Sydney Christina Funk 

and Sierra Mackenzie Funk as WE, WITH THEM, remember OUR baptisms, no matter how 

long ago, and strive to serve and love one another as Jesus has taught us and is empowering us 

each and every day to do and earnestly attempt to be faithful in all ways to OUR SAVIOR, 

JESUS.  There are so many ways that we can live into being the CHURCH for our neighbors and 

friends here where we are and through our connections to the York River District, the Virginia 

Annual Conference, the General Conference and our entire WORLD with OUR prayers, OUR 

presence, OUR gifts, OUR service and OUR witness.  

 
2 

And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it 

filled the entire house where they were sitting. 
3 
Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among 

them, and a tongue rested on each of them. 
4 

All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and 

began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability.  Just as at Pentecost the 

church celebrated its birth and first “full on” experience with the Holy Spirit.  Imagine being 

there, the rush of a “violent wind”.   

 

Have you been somewhere and had a sudden rush of wind come out of nowhere it seems, 

usually with overturned tables or tree limbs and leaves scattered in its aftermath?  In the 

description of this Pentecost event, the lives of the individuals who were there for the encounter 

were transformed in a positive way. None were left without the manifestation of the Holy Spirit 

in their lives or having seen the Holy Spirit affect others’ lives.  Regardless of their background, 

who they were, where they were from or any other distinction…they now had been in the 

presence of the Holy Spirit; they saw and HEARD how, regardless of their nationality, they 

began to speak in other languages.   Not only the different languages but also the presence of the 

Holy Spirit like tongues of flame “rested on each of them” up close and personal. 

 

As we celebrate Mother’s day, Ascension of the Lord Sunday, Pentecost and Memorial 

day I am reminded of all the blessings I personally have and that we as a community have 

because of others.  

 

In the life of the Church two of these dates are instrumental in the promise and the life of 

the Church. The Ascension is the promise of following Jesus into the New Heaven and New 

Earth.  Pentecost is the birth of our Faith lives with the real miracle of the presence of the Lord 

through the Holy Spirit in our daily lives empowering us to speak languages we could not 

otherwise speak and do things that we otherwise could not do.  All of this because of and through 

the power of the Holy Spirit being visible–manifested–made apparent in our lives and the life of 

the Church.   

 

In our daily lives we celebrate Mother’s day as a time of remembering those who brought 

us into the world and in most cases was probably the most influential woman in our lives.  I 

know there are exceptions to that sentiment for some but, for me ….my Mother had the greatest 

effect on me and my life.   Thanks MOM!  
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In the life of our community Memorial Day is more than just a day for flowers, parades, 

flags, BBQ’s and the opening of many community pools.   Memorial day is when each of us can, 

and SHOULD, give thanks and honor to those women and men who paid the ultimate sacrifice 

for the freedoms most of us, too often, take for granted.  Enjoy the BBQ’s and the rest of the 

festivities…but most of all, remember the sacrifices of others…made, just so we can enjoy them. 

 

From Mother’s Day through Father’s Day the Methodist church raises funds to support 

and help the various residents of the Virginia United Methodist Homes, Inc. (VUMH) when they 

are most vulnerable.  This benevolent care has been part of OUR Church’s mission since 1948. 

This SAMARITAN Program provides financial assistance to those, who through no fault of their 

own, become unable to meet the full cost of the services they receive in the seven Hermitage 

Homes in Virginia.  Over the next few weeks we will have an opportunity to read the various 

materials that will be available in the narthex, social hall and bulletin inserts as well as hear 

sermon topics which will inform you and, I hope, persuade you to support these efforts in any 

way you are able. 

 

So, as we move into full blown summer, as we close out the school year for some and 

start a well-deserved “Retirement” for others…(Becky), keep your focus on how the Holy 

Spirit desires to be a part of YOUR lives…whether it is speaking a language different to some of 

the “come-here’s” or seeing needs and moving to address them as we “love one another as Jesus 

has loved us.” 

 

He lives in you and me and we need others to see the Jesus in us….    

                                 

Grace  & Peace 

  Pastor Ken 

 

 

Annual Budget for 2016 (Operating Funds) $108,223 

     Total Received for Operating Funds as of April 30, 2016: $35,406.67 

     Income Needed to Date to Meet Budget: $36,074.32 

 

 

 
             

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

COFFEE HOUR FOR APRIL 
 

May 1     Helen White 
May 8     Fran Miller 
May 15     Linda Bartz 
May 22     Polly Van Benschoten 
May 29     Terry Cleveland 

 

 
Blessed are those who give without remembering and receive without forgetting 
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Spring Food Pantry A Success! 

By Fran Miller 
Food Pantry Committee 
  

e would like to thank all the people who made the Spring 

Food Pantry such a huge success – from the volunteers who 

gave up their day to the people who donated an abundance of food 

and/or money. On our distribution day, we were able to help 59 

families comprising 197 people. This is the highest amount of people that have walked 

through our doors since we started this mission. We distributed 97 bags of groceries, 59 

bags of toiletries, breads and boxes of pastries. The breads and pastries were donated by 

the Cryer Center. Thanks to the Soup Ministry, we were also able to distribute 59 quarts 

of soup. The value of this food was approximately $2770.00! But that is not all this day 

was about. We had 10 people ask for someone to prayer with them. We think the 

families felt the caring and welcoming attitudes of our volunteers that day. We, as a 

group, felt that we were doing what God meant us to do – reach out and help our 

neighbor. We truly felt the Spirit! Now don’t think your job is done. We will be seeking 

volunteers to help with our Fall Food Pantry. So keep your eyes open for articles 

appearing in upcoming newsletters. Again, thank you for all you have done. 

UMM NEWS  
By Warren Wright, UMM President 

 
he UMM will meet on Monday, May 9th at 7 PM for our Bible study “Making Sense 
of the Bible” by Adam Hamilton. On May 23rd the UMM will meet at 6 p.m. for our 

monthly business meeting followed by our Bible study. The UMM will begin their 
collection of articles for Health Kits and Cleaning Buckets for the UMC Annual 
Conference to be held in Roanoke June 17-19. Plans have been finalized for the Mother’s 
Day breakfast to be held on Saturday May 14th at 9 AM. Remember that there are no 
membership or dues requirements to be a part of the United Methodist Men of 
Clarksbury, just a willingness to serve Jesus Christ within your church and community. 
 
Mission-To Help Men Grow In Christ, So Others May Know Christ. 
 

SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS DUE JUNE 10    

By Fran Miller 
Chairperson, Finance Committee   

 

f you are a graduating high school senior or continuing college student, applications are now 

being accepted for the church’s scholarship.  You may access the eligibility requirements 

and the application on the church website.  The link to it is on the main page.  Applications are 

also available on the bulletin board in the hallway as you enter the fellowship hall.  Completed 

applications are due by June 10. 

W 

T 

I 
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Hymnology 101 
May 2016 
By Polly Van Benschoten 
“Amazing Grace” Page 378 

 
“Amazing Grace” was written by John Newton 

(1727-1807), an English poet and clergyman.  His 

tombstone is inscribed with words written by him 

that sum up his life beautifully and succinctly.  

“John Newton, clerk, once an infidel and libertine, 

a servant of slavers in Africa, was, by the rich 

mercy of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, 

preserved, restored, pardoned and appointed to 

preach the Faith he had long labored to destroy.”  

His godly mother died when he was seven.  At age 

11 he joined his father’s ship to begin life as a 

seaman.  His early years were marked by rebellion 

and impiety. He worked on the islands and 

mainland of the West African coast collecting 

slaves for slave traders and eventually became 

captain of his own slave ship. In 1748, a violent 

storm battered his vessel off the coast of Ireland so 

severely that he called out to God for mercy.  He 

considered this experience to be the turning point 

in his life. He continued his slave trading career 

until 1754 or 1755, when he ended his seafaring 

altogether and began studying Christian theology. He felt convicted of the inhuman 

aspects of his prior work and became a strong and effective crusader against slavery.  

The British Parliament abolished slavery in 1807, the year of his death.  At the age of 39 

he was ordained by the Anglican Church and began his first pastorate at the little 

village of Onley near Cambridge, England.  He remained there for 15 years, and it was 

during this time that he and his friend William Cowper produced the Onley Hymns 

hymnal which contains 349 hymns, 67 of which were written by Cowper and the rest by 

Newton. He spent the remaining 28 years of his life as pastor of a church in London.  

The tune used today for “Amazing Grace” is an early American folk melody known as 

either “Loving Lambs” or “New Britain”.  This is one of Fran’s favorite hymns. 

 

https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/File:Amazing_Grace-Olney_1779.jpg
http://www.google.com/imgres?hl=en&biw=1024&bih=648&tbm=isch&tbnid=Ii5Cok-jTKNijM:&imgrefurl=http://hdwallres.com/wallpaperhdpc/music-notes-background-hd-wallpaper.html&docid=WNqceMhFcRR88M&imgurl=http://hdwallres.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/10/music-notes-background-HD-wallpaper.jpg&w=2236&h=1006&ei=OE-8UvalHMvOkQe7yYCYBA&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:16,s:0,i:150&iact=rc&page=2&tbnh=120&tbnw=268&start=9&ndsp=17&tx=122.79998779296875&ty=61.199981689453125
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MEMBERSHIP News 
By Diane Faulkner, Membership Secretary 
 

n March 6 new directories were available for pick up at the church (either in the 
Narthex or the Fellowship Hall).  If you have not picked up your copy, please do so; 

there are several left. 
Also, we have a correction to the new March 2016 directory.  Please correct your 
directory changing Kimberly South’s phone no. to: 804-815-8485. 
Again, if any of your information is inaccurate or you change any of your information 
at a future date, please give me the new information so that I may update our records at 
the church.  
Thank you and may God bless each of you! 

 

A MESSAGE FROM YOUR LAY LEADER 
By Warren Wright 

 
hen the Good Lord was creating mothers, He was into His sixth day of “overtime” when 

the angel appeared and said, “You’re doing a lot of fiddling around on this one.” God 

said, “Have you read the specs on this order?” “She has to be completely washable, but not 

plastic. She has to have 180 moveable parts and they must be all replaceable. She must run on 

black coffee and leftovers. She must have a lap that disappears when she stands up. She must 

have a kiss that can cure anything from a broken leg to a disappointed love affair and she must 

have six pairs of hands.” The angel shook her head slowly and said, “Six pairs of hands, no 

way.” It’s not the hands that are causing me problems, “God remarked, “its the three pairs of 

eyes that mothers have to have.” “That’s on the standard model?” asked the angel and God 

nodded. One pair of eyes that sees through closed doors when she asks, “What are you kids 

doing in there?” when she already knows. Another here in the back of her head that sees what 

she shouldn’t but what she has to know, and of course the ones here in front that can look at a 

child when he goofs up and say, “I understand and I love you” without so much as uttering a 

word.  “God,” said the angel touching his sleeve gently, “get some rest tomorrow...”  “I can’t” 

said God, “I’m so close to creating something so close to myself. Already I have one who heals 

herself when she is sick, can feed a family of six on one pound of hamburger, and can get a nine 

year old to stand under a shower.” The angel circled the model of a mother very slowly.  “It’s 

too soft,” she sighed.  “But tough!” said God excitedly.“ “You can imagine what this mother can 

do or endure.”  “Can it think?” “Not only can it think, but it can reason and compromise,” said 

the Creator.  Finally, the angel bent over and ran her finger across the cheek.  “There’s a leak,” 

she pronounced.  “I told You that You were trying to put too much into this model.” :”It’s not a 

leak, “ said the Lord, “It’s a tear.”  “What’s it for?”  “It’s for joy, sadness, disappointment, pain, 

loneliness, and pride.”  “You are a genius,” said the angel.   

Somberly, God said, “I didn’t put it there.” 

Isaiah 66:13  “As a mother comforts her child, so will I comfort you; and you will be   

comforted over    Jerusalem.” 

O 

W 
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WORSHIP COMMITTEE 

By David Dobson, Chairperson 

 
reetings beloved Church Family at Clarksbury.  I just wanted to let everyone know 

what the worship committee has recently voted upon that set into motion two major    

events.   

Saturday, 25 June, in lieu of Contemporary Worship that evening, we will gather in the 

fellowship hall at 5pm for salads and socializing, then at 6pm, move into the sanctuary 

for music and song by Tommy Thompson.  The event will be open to the community.  

Bring a friend to this casual time of contemporary worship and a light meal.  Requests 

for support will be made at a later date.   

Secondly, we decided that Vacation Bible School, hosted this year by Clarksbury, will 

take place August 8-12 2016 6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.  The theme “Surf Shack,” catch the 

Wave of God’s Love is planned.  Since we are the host church, I know we will have 

support to ensure this is a great event!  Details will be provided as we progress from 

planning into the execution phases. 

As always, if you feel something is missing from our normal worship service, have a 

suggestion you wish considered, or praise for how we are doing, please let me know.  

We are striving to have a meaningful and joyous worship service each and every week.   

Glory be to God! DD 

 

 

 

UMM will continue Collecting Articles for Kits for 
Conference 
By Warren Wright  
 
 

The UMM will continue to ask the congregation to contribute articles for Health Kits and 

Cleaning Buckets for the UMC Annual Conference to be held in Roanoke on June 17-19. Boxes 

will be placed throughout the church for the collection of these articles. Members of the 

congregation can also make monetary contributions for these articles and members of the UMM 

will shop for the articles. Listed on the following page are the articles for both kinds of kits: 

G 
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Health Kit Materials 
 1 hand towel 

o 15 x 25 inches to 17 x 27 inches; 
o Kitchen, cleaning, and microfiber towels not acceptable. 

 1 washcloth 

 1 comb 

o Comb needs to be sturdy and longer than 6 inches long; 
o No pocket combs or picks please; 
o Rattail combs and combs without handles are acceptable with a minimum of 6 inches of teeth. 

 1 metal nail file or nail clippers 

o No emery boards, please. 

 1 bath-size soap 

o 3 oz. and larger sizes only; 
o No Ivory or Jergens soap due to moisture content; 
o Do not remove from original packaging. 

 1 toothbrush 

o Adult size only; 
o Do not remove from original packaging. 

 6 adhesive bandages 

o ¾ inch to 1 inch-size; 
o Common household Band-Aids. 

 1 plastic bag 

o One-gallon size sealable bag only. 

Cleaning Bucket Materials 

 5-gallon bucket with resealable lid 

o Buckets from fast-food restaurants or bakeries can be used if washed and cleaned; 
o Do not use buckets that have stored chemicals such as paint or pool cleaner; 
o Advertisements on the outside are acceptable. 

 Liquid laundry detergent 

o One 50-oz. or two 25-oz. bottle(s) only. 

 Liquid household cleaner 

o 12‐16 oz. liquid cleaner that can be mixed with water; 

o No spray cleaners. 

 Dish soap 
o 16‐28 oz. bottle any brand. 

 1 can air freshener 

o Aerosol or pump. 

 1 insect repellant spray 
o 6‐14 oz. aerosol or spray pump with protective cover. 

 1 scrub brush 

o Plastic or wooden handle. 

 18 cleaning wipes 

o Handi Wipes or reusable wipes; 
o No terry cleaning towels; 
o Remove from packaging. 

 7 sponges 

o No cellulose sponges due to mold issues; 
o Remove from wrapper. 

 5 scouring pads 

o Remove from wrapper; 
o No stainless steel, Brillo pads, or SOS pads (nothing with soap built in). 

 50 clothespins 

 Clothesline 

o One 100-ft. or two 50-ft. lines; 
o Cotton or plastic. 

 24-roll heavy-duty trash bags 
o 33‐ to 45-gallon sizes; 

o Remove from the box. 

 5 dust masks 

 2 pairs kitchen dishwashing gloves 

o Should be durable enough for multiple uses; 
o Remove from packaging. 

 1 pair work gloves 

o Cotton with leather palm or all leather. 
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Prayer 

hen growing up I didn’t hear much about prayer! I was baptized and joined church when 

I was 13. Later in life I attended a revival service and no one went forward. That 

concerned me and that night I couldn’t go to sleep – got up, went to the living room, knelt 

down and prayed for the people in my church. Jesus spoke to me and said “Are you sure you 

are saved?!” Shocked, I told Him if I’m not please come into my heart and He did and life has 

never been the same. Through the years pray has saved me. When my son was in Vietnam I 

prayed for him and felt God’s reassurance.  

A friend called and wanted me to go on a mission trip with her to Africa. I didn’t want to go but 

God let me know I should and I did. The last day there, about 300 children prayed and asked 

Jesus to come into their hearts and asked to follow Him with their lives.  Prayer is listening to 

what God says to love and obey His call.  

Prayer for Illumination 

Tear open our hearts, O Lord. 

Tear open the boundaries we erect 

Between ourselves and you. 

Tear away our preoccupation, our sense 

Of just going through the motions, 

Our satisfaction with an ordinary 

Undisturbed life. And come down 

So that our hearts might quake at 

Your presence, 

that a fire be kindled in our souls that will enlighten 

Our world for you. In Jesus’ name 

We pray. 

Submit to Petra by the newsletter deadline – OR – whenever a prayer or related story comes to 
mind. It would be nice for our editor to have something at-the-ready each month. Submitted (this 
month!) by Terry Cleveland 

 

W 
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Our Vision: 
 
To be a spirit-filled and nurturing church family that reaches out and embraces the 
entire community. 
 

The Grapevine 
May 2016 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 

10-10:40 a.m. 

Sunday School 

11 a.m. 

Worship 

Communion 

2 

11 a.m. 

Soup 

Ministry 

 

3 

MelanieGlenn 

7 p.m. 

Trustees 

4 

 

5 

 

6 

 

7 

 

5-5:45 p.m. 

Contemporary 

Worship 

8 
Paul Bisogno 

10-10:40 a.m. 

Sunday School 

11 a.m. 

Worship 

 

9 

7 p.m. 

UMM 

Bible 

Study 

10 

 

7 p.m. 

EY Circle 

 

 

11 

 

12  
Ruth Wilder 

13 

 

14  
Jaime Mears 

9:00a.m. 

Mother’s Day 

Breakfast 

 

5-5:45 p.m. 

Contemporary 

Worship 

15 

10-10:40 a.m. 

Sunday School 

11 a.m. 

Worship 

 

16 

Charles 

Decker 

11 a.m. 

Soup 

Ministry 

 

17 

Christopher 

Glenn 

7 p.m. 

Finance and 

Church Council 

 

 

18 

 

 

 

 

19 

 

6 p.m. 

Worship 

Committee 

7 p.m. 

Chancel Choir 

20 

Morgan 

Duke 
 

Kimberly 

South 

21 

 

5-5:45 p.m. 

Contemporary 

Worship 

22 

Betty 

Chenowith 

10-10:40 a.m. 

Sunday School 

11 a.m. 

Worship 

 

23 

6 p.m. 

UMM 

Business 

Meeting 

and Bible 

Study 

  

24 

Jim Salmon 

 

25 

 

 

26 

 

 

 

7 p.m. 

Chancel Choir 

27 

 

 

28 

 

 

 

5-5:45 p.m. 

Contemporary 

Worship 

29 

10-10:40 a.m. 

Sunday School 

11 a.m. 

Worship 

30 

 

 

 

31 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 
The deadline for the June 2016 Grapevine will be Monday, May 23.  Send items to pwalian@yahoo.com. 

May BIRTHDAYS (If you know of any additions, deletions or corrections that should be made to the birthday 
calendar, please let the newsletter editor know.) 

Counters for May are Val Bradley and Becky Foster. 

Carl and Betty Tate will serve as ushers. 

The reader is Becky Foster.  

mailto:pwalian@yahoo.com

